Sales of food and other commodities are being interrupted by the measures being taken throughout the continent to counter the spread of Covid‐19. Livelihoods are being severely affected in economies which are already fragile. These are some examples which were reported in the early stages of the pandemic:

**Cashew and Cocoa, Côte d\'Ivoire:** €380m has been earmarked to prop up producers hit by the pandemic. Côte d\'Ivoire is the world\'s top cocoa producer, accounting for 40% of the market in 2019. Between five and six million Ivorians depend on the industry for their livelihood. Exports are forecast to fall significantly as a result of the global slowdown. *(© AFP 15/4)*

**Fish, Senegal:** The fishing industry is one of the country\'s largest, employing around 53,000 people directly and over half a million people indirectly, according to the **UN**\'s Food and Agriculture Organisation (**FAO**). Senegal has announced an anti‐virus dusk‐to‐dawn curfew to curb the spread of coronavirus, which along with flight restrictions, has hit fish exporters hard. Local markets are saturated and prices down. *(© AFP 7/4 2020)*

**Flowers, Kenya:** Instead of flying their produce to Europe or the Middle East, flower farm workers are taking them to an improvised dump where tens of thousands of delicate blooms lie rotting in the sun. One farm, in Njoro, some 180km northwest of Nairobi normally produces up to 120,000 roses a day. They are currently unable to sell any. Kenya is the lead exporter of roses to the European Union (**EU**), and the industry employs some 150,000 people, indirectly supporting 4m people, according to the Kenya Flower Council. Clement Tulezi, the director of the Council, said that the industry was losing over Shillings 250m (\$2.3m) a day. The industry is discussing relief measures with the government such as delaying tax payments or early payment of VAT refunds, he said. *(© AFP 25/3 2020)*

**General, South Africa:** Small scale farmers with an annual turnover of between \$1,000 and \$54,500 are set to receive government grants to help them through the coronavirus crisis. The Ministry of Agriculture has ring‐fenced \$65.4m for assistance mainly to target financially distressed small‐scale farmers. Of this, \$21.8m has been allocated for farmers in the Proactive Land Acquisition Strategy programme. These are the beneficiaries of the government land acquisition model under land redistribution. The remainder will be channelled to all other farmers mainly in the poultry, livestock, and vegetable farming sectors. *(daff.gov.za; 9/4)*

**Khat, Somalia:** Since the khat leaf starts to lose its energy‐giving properties the second it is plucked from the branch, must be sold quickly, or else its value dissipates. It is grown in central **Kenya** and in **Ethiopia**, with both countries exporting the leaves to Somalia. This has now changed following the ban on international flights imposed to control the pandemic. In Kenya, the drastic measures have seen authorities shutting down markets nationwide, impacting the movement of goods, including khat. Complicating things further, some counties such as Mandera in the north have temporarily banned khat sales, with local officials saying it spreads disease. Meanwhile, khat still flows into the black market in Mogadishu, arriving by boat in the coastal town of Kismayo and then transported via skiffs to the capital. But the price has risen by around 10 times from about \$9 or \$10 a kilogramme to \$100. *(aljazeera.com 31/3)*

**Tobacco, Zimbabwe:** Many growers fear the virus lockdown could delay the start in Harare in late April of the all‐important tobacco‐selling season, a scenario with far‐reaching consequences for farmers and the government. Farmers had been looking to the sales for signs of hope after a downturn in 2019 when the industry made just over \$500m compared to \$736m in 2018. Boasting around 300,000 full‐time and seasonal workers, the industry is one of the largest employers in a country that suffers unemployment levels estimated at around 90%. **China**, which accounted for 54% of tobacco exports in 2015, remains under lockdown and sales are likely to be low. Tobacco Industry and Marketing Board CEO Andrew Matibiri refused to comment on the future of the industry. He said "high level" discussions were underway and a decision on the 2020 tobacco marketing season would be announced by the government. *(© AFP 17/4 2020)* **Severe blow to growth expected p.22892C**
